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WHAT’S THE STORY?

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal’s Pakistani village, but she had no complaints, and besides, she’s busy pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher one
day. Her dreams are temporarily dashed when–as the eldest daughter–she must stay home from school to take care of her siblings. Amal is upset, but
she doesn’t lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then the unimaginable happens–after an accidental run-in with the son of her village’s
corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family’s servant to pay off her own family’s debt.

Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for Amal–especially when she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named Nabila.
Most troubling, though, is Amal’s growing awareness of the Khans’ nefarious dealings. When it becomes clear just how far they will go to protect their
interests, Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others if they are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to
achieve her dreams.

CONNECTIONS TO CURRICULUM

The following are some, but not all, of the connections to curriculum for this novel.

● Unit 1: Humans & Conflict
○ Essential Question: How do conflicts in relationships change us?

● Unit 4: Thematics & Reflection
○ Essential Question: How do themes reflect humanity?

KEY STANDARDS ADDRESSED

● RL.6.1 ​Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
● RL.6.2​ Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from

personal opinions or judgments.
● RL.6.3​ Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plo
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moves toward a resolution.
● RL.6.6​ Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.
● RL.6.10​ Use knowledge of language and its conventions when reading to aid comprehension of literary texts.
● RL.6.9 ​Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical
● novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
● RL.6.10 ​By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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